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************************************************ 

 

Contributions from August 13-14: 
 
Adult Envelopes                                       $1,118.00 
Collection Plate                                                  $330.02 
Youth Envelopes                    $1.00 
Votive Candle Donations:               $172.00 
Additional Mission Co-op Donations            $475.00 
 
************************************************ 

 

Mass Schedule: 

 
Mon, Aug. 29 – 8am (Passion of John the Bpt.) for: 
Special Intention  
of the Roger Becwar family 
 
Tue, Aug. 30 – 8am            (Weekday) for: 
Walter Pauer by Eric Pauer 
 
Wed, Aug. 31 – 8am                              (Weekday) for: 
Larry Pelock by Ron & Ruth Ann Colson 
 
Thr, Sept. 1 – 8am                                 (Weekday) for: 
Frank Nolan by Owen & Diane DuCharme 
 
Fri, Sept. 2 – 8am   (Votive of the Sacred Heart) for: 
Jack & Norma Slama 
 
Sat, Sept. 3 –4pm     (23rd Sunday in Ord. Time) for: 
Clement Stram by Lonnie & Jane Achenbach 
 
Sun, Sept. 4–10am   (23rd Sunday in Ord. Time) for: 
Charles Picha by Bud & Rose Krachey 
 
************************************************  

 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles: 

 
Saturday, September 3rd : 4pm 
Lector:  Roger Wall   
Ushers:   Ron Colson & Charles Linder 
Servers:        Any Available Servers 

 
Sunday, September 4th  : 10am 
Lector:  Tom Martin 
Ushers:  Sam Tesar & Dan Sprosty 
Servers:         Group F: Isaac Kramer, Andrew  
               Deegan, Nicholas Walz, Tucker DuCharme 
 
Sunday, September 4th  Rosary Leaders: 

               The Don & Toni Lenzendorf Family 
 

************************************************ 
 

 

Parish Announcements: 

 

Meat Collection 
        This weekend, August 27th-28th, we will have a 
second collection to defray the cost of the meats 
served at our Picnic & Homecoming. This collection 
enables those unable to volunteer to lend their 
financial support. 
 

Picnic & Homecoming Pan & Bowl Pickup 
        If you have your containers on the shelves in 
the hallway of Msgr. Baer Hall, please pick them up 
very soon. This space is needed for our picnic and 
any remaining pans and bowls will be gathered and 
raffled-away as a basket. 
 

Picnic & Homecoming Setup 
        All are invited to join the Confirmation 
students to lend a hand in preparing the hall and 
grounds for the picnic. Setup will be Wednesday, 
August 31st at 6pm and cleanup will follow the raffle 
on Sunday, September 4th. 
 

Picnic & Homecoming Food Donations 
        Once again, we are welcoming food donations 
for our feast; including peeled potatoes, baked 
beans, shredded cabbage, cranberries, pickles, 
dinner rolls, pies, cakes, bars, and fresh produce for 
the produce stand. Please bring your potatoes and 
cakes to the church basement on Sunday morning. 
Pies, cakes, and all other food items may be brought 
to Msgr. Baer hall. 
 

Becoming Catholic 
        Do you or someone you know have an interest 
in learning more about Catholicism or joining the 
Catholic Church? Contact Father for details about 
this fall’s new RCIA program. 
 

Men of the Cross Conference 
        This Saturday, October 22nd, come discern how 
God would have us be the men he has called us to 
be at our second annual diocesan men’s conference 
at Our Lady of Peace Parish in Marshfield. Online 
registration is $30 per person and $40 at the door. 
Lunch is included. Register today at: 
menofthecross.org. 

 
************************************************ 

 

Our Thanks 
 

       We thank Randy & Anne Kramer for installing a 
new, better-insulated door to our church basement. 
  
       We thank Bob Martin for repainting and 
installing the “Msgr. Urban Baer Parish Center” 
signs outside our hall. 
 

       We thank Heather Hjelle and Heath Pelock for 
their generous gift from the estate of their father, 
Larry Pelock, which allowed 29 people to visit the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help near Green Bay. 
 
************************************************ 

 
September Hospitality Activities: 

     Coffee & Rolls (Sept. 18th) Group #1 
     Church & Hall Cleaning  Group #6 
 
************************************************ 

 



God, in Trinity & History 
 

        On Monday I dialogued with Muslims, Jews, and 

Unitarians in an online comments section. How’d it 

go? A Muslim man accused me of an "unforgivable 
sin" for espousing Trinitarianism. (I thought: "If 

that's literally true, then that makes me less inclined 

to become Muslim. I mean, why bother?") But the 

commenters were generally thoughtful and kind.  
        The blogger who hosts the page had written, 
“The Jews had no idea of the Trinity. Their faith 
was centred in the Shema: a unitary monotheistic 
confession.  Jesus clearly affirmed that very same 
unitary monotheism in Mark 12:29. [“Jesus replied, 
‘The first (commandment in the law) is this: “Hear, 
O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord is one!”] How is 
it that Christians today have abandoned their rabbi 
on this point?” I felt moved to reply and what 
follows is based upon my responses: 
        Faithful Jews recite the Shema prayer each 
morning and evening, quoting Deuteronomy 6:4: 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 
one.” Is the oneness professed in this passage of 
God’s word irreconcilable with Trinitarian belief?  
        In declaring that “the Lord is one,” the Hebrew 
passage employs the word “echad” for “one.” Echad 
is often used to mean singularity, but sometimes 
the same word denotes a unified entity. For 
instance, in the Garden, “For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and they will become one (echad) flesh.” 
And again, at the Tower of Babel, “If now, while 
they are one (echad) people and all have the same 
language, they have started to do this, nothing 
they presume to do will be out of their reach.” God 
could have selected a different word to be inspired 
for this passage, but the one He chose allows a 
providential flexibility. Echad permits the unified 
oneness of the Persons of the Trinity without 
requiring this reading from the Jewish generations 
who came before Christ. So, contrary to the 
blogger’s claim, when Jesus quotes the Shema it is 
not clear that he is affirming the very same unitary 
monotheism assumed by his ancestors. 
Interestingly, the “oneness” of God taught in 
Deuteronomy 6:4 leads to the conclusion that we 
ought to love God with the unified oneness of three 
aspects of ourselves. The immediately following 
verse reads: “Therefore, you shall love the LORD, 
your God, with your whole heart, and with your 
whole being, and with your whole strength.” 
         [A Unitarian (a Christian who asserts God’s 
unity and rejects the doctrine of the Trinity) found 
this last observation interesting and asked me to 
recommend a book that makes a great case for the 
Trinity. To him I replied:] 
         I would suggest approaching the Holy Trinity 
in the same way the first Christians came to this 
knowledge; through Jesus of Nazareth. Some 
dismiss the Christology of John’s Gospel as later 
theological development, but even the Gospels 
thought to be written earlier show Jesus doing and 
saying things only God could rightly do (e.g., 
forgiving sins, declaring himself lord of the 
Sabbath, demanding an absolute total commitment 
to himself, etc.) A book I recommend that explores 
this is Pope Benedict XVI’s 2007 “Jesus of 
Nazareth (Part 1)” In it, Benedict spends a good 
deal of time discussing Rabbi Jacob Neusner’s 
book, “A Rabbi Talks with Jesus.” The central issue 
that prevents that rabbi from believing in Jesus is 
the same scandal that led Jesus to his death: his 

revealing himself as God. 
        [To objections at Christians detecting in the 
Shema what no Jews had held (Trinity) I replied:] 
        In the course of the Jewish Scriptures, we can 
see God developing humanity along; from 
polytheism to monotheism, from polygamy to 
monogamy, from blood vengeance to “an eye for an 

eye.” That the LORD was not just one god among the 

many gods–but the only God, was a revelation His 

people learned over time. (For example, Moses must 

ask of God in Exodus 3:13: “If I go to the Israelites 
and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has 

sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his 
name?’ what do I tell them?”) When Jesus comes He 

extends the revelation further; “Love your enemies,” 

“What God has joined let no man separate,” “The 

Father and I are one.” My point is this: To argue 

Christian beliefs cannot be true because they were 

not previously known among Jews is like saying 
there cannot be only one God because this was not 

clear to the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob.) 
        [One Muslim asked whether the old prophets 
who did not know about the Trinity would therefore 
be worshiping an incomplete God. I answered:] 
        All analogies touching on the Trinity fall short, 
but imagine being introduced to a friendly and 
engaging man at a dinner-party. In the course of 
your conversation you learn that he is a doctor, 
married, and has three kids. Now these things were 
true about the man from the first moment you 
knew him but you came to know him more fully 
with time. Likewise, God has always been a Trinity 
of Persons; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; acting, 
speaking, and revealing throughout history. 
Abraham and the prophets’ understanding of God 
were not as filled-out as in later generations, but 
they did indeed know and love and worship God. Of 
course, the parallel I’m trying to draw is not that 
God is one person wearing three different hats like 
that doctor- husband-father (which is the heresy of 
modalism.) I’m noting how Abraham and the 
prophets could enjoy true relationship with the 
Holy Trinity without yet knowing of that doctrine.  
         Consider the interesting episode of Abraham’s 
three visitors in Genesis 18: “The LORD appeared 
to Abraham by the oak of Mamre… Looking up, he 
saw three men standing near him.” Now two of 
this trio are later called angels (Genesis 19:1) but 
more precisely these are “messengers,” and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit do indeed serve the Father this 
way, revealing God the Father and his will among 
men. Did Abraham perceive in his guests what 
Christians suspect in retrospect, that this was a 
manifestation of the Holy Trinity? Likely not, yet 
Abraham could still commune in God’s presence. 
         I think something that trips people up about 
Christianity is imagining God the Father as the sole 
Divine Person in the Old Testament, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit only appearing later in the New. 
However, if the Trinity is true it has always been 
true, and the three Persons (possessing the same 
Divine Essence the prophets praised) have been 
active in the affairs of mankind throughout history. 
Christians reflect back on the Jewish Scriptures and 
see the Persons of the Trinity at work together. Our 
Nicene Creed professes that the Holy Spirit has 

“spoken through the prophets.” Look at the episodes 

where a “messenger” speaks in the divine first-
person (e.g., Genesis 22:12, Judges 6:16 & 13:21-22) 

I would say Abraham and the prophets’ experiences 
of God were Trinitarian even if they did not fully 
grasp it then. I believe the same is true for all today. 


