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Father Victor Feltes, Pastor 

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626 
Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151 

victorfeltes@gmail.com 
 

Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM 
Confession Available Before Every Mass 
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Contributions from December 8: 
Adult Envelopes                                               $272.00 
Collection Plate                                                   $97.25 
 

Contributions from December 10-11: 
Adult Envelopes                                             $1,680.00 
Collection Plate                                                   $213.75 
Retired Religious Envelopes              $180.00 
Retired Religious Plate               $312.17 
 

************************************************ 

 

Mass Schedule: 
 

Mon, Dec. 19 – 8am                              (Weekday) for: 
Dale Duha by Mr. & Mrs. Roger Becwar 
 

Tue, Dec. 20 – 8am                               (Weekday) for: 
Darcia Hall by Dale & Rosemary Hall 
 

Wed, Dec. 21 – 8am               (St. Peter Canisius) for: 
Anita Steger by Lonnie & Jane Achenbach 
 

Thr, Dec. 22 – 8am                                (Weekday) for: 
Emma Gunther by Nancy Hausheer 
 

Fri, Dec. 23 – 8am                                 (Weekday) for: 
Bernard Boylen by Peggy Keegan 
 

Sat, Dec. 24 – 4pm                       (Christmas Eve) for: 
Art & Ruth Martin by the Family 
 

Sat, Dec. 24 – 11:30pm               (Christmas Eve) for: 
Priest’s Intention  
 

Sun, Dec. 25 – 10am                   (Christmas Day) for: 
John Fisher by Betty Fisher & Family 
 

************************************************  
 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles: 
 

Saturday, December 24th : 4pm 
Lector:  Brian Sipos 
Ushers:   Ron Colson & Charles Linder 
Servers:        Any Available Servers 
 

Sunday, December 25th : 10am 
Lector:  Tom Martin 
Ushers:  Randy Kramer & Andrew Wall 
Servers:         Group G: Isaac Kramer, Andrew  
               Deegan, Nicholas Walz, Tucker DuCharme 
 

Sunday, December 25th  Rosary Leaders: 
The Donnie & Mona Fisher Family 
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Parish Announcements: 

 
Christmas Potluck 
        Join us this Sunday, December 18th after 
Mass for our Christmas Potluck in Msgr. Baer 
Hall. Our CCD children will present their 
Lessons and Carols. 
 
Christmas Mass Schedule 
      Sat, Dec. 24  — 4pm @ St. Wenceslaus 
      Sat, Dec. 24  — 11:30pm @ St. Wenceslaus 
      Sun, Dec. 25 — 8am @ Sacred Heart 
      Sun, Dec. 25 — 10am @ St. Wenceslaus 
 
Christmas Choir Practice 
        All are welcome this Monday, December 
19th at 6:30pm for this year’s Christmas choir 
practice in St. Wenceslaus Church. Call Bob 
Martin for details at 428-9107. 
 
2017 Parish Calendars 
        Feel free to grab a few free calendars in the 
back of church for yourself or others. 
 
Envelope Boxes 
        A number of 2017 household envelope 
boxes await pickup in the back of church. 
 
************************************************ 
 

New Altar Server Squads 
 

        This (proposed) rotation of altar servers 
will begin Sunday, January 1st. Please contact 
Father if you would like your name added or 
removed. 
 
Group A:  Isaac, Samuel, & Ben Kramer,  
  Nicholas Liedtke 
 

Group B:  Zach, Nate, & Jacob Martin,  
Tegan DuCharme 

 

Group C:  Chad Achenbach, Lucas Kramer, 
 Joey & Owen Oppreicht 

 

Group D:  Noah & Tommy Sprosty,  
Nicholas Walz, Hunter Hagensick 

 

Group E:  Andrew Deegan, Lucas Kramer, 
Carson & Cohen Redman 

 

Group F:  Isaac & Ben Kramer,  
Jonah & Ethan Klema 

 

Group G:  Andrew Deegan, Jacob Martin,  
Noah & Tommy Sprosty 

 

Group H:  Ethan Klema, Nicholas Walz, 
 Joey & Owen Oppreicht 
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December Hospitality Activities: 

 
Church & Hall Cleaning    Group #3 
Christmas Potluck (Dec. 18th)    All Groups 
 

************************************************ 



What is a Deacon? 

By Deacon Mark Grunwald 
 
        On October 29, 2016, I and five other men were 
ordained to the Order of Deacon, receiving the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders through the laying on of 
hands by the Diocese of La Crosse’s bishop, the 
Most Reverend William Callahan. I am to serve the 
whole diocese of La Crosse under the direction of 
the bishop, but specifically have been assigned to 
the Holy Family Parish in Prairie du Chien.  
 
What is a deacon? 
       A deacon is a man, older than 35 years of age, 
who through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, is to 
share in the bishop’s and priest’s ministry of 
charity. Configured to the character of Christ the 
Servant, the deacon is to assist in the Church’s 
liturgical ministry and charity. In terms of liturgical 
roles, the deacon may baptize, officiate and witness 
marriages outside of Mass, serve at the altar 
assisting the bishop or priest and distribute the 
Eucharist as an ordinary minister of Holy 
Communion. The deacon may also preside over the 
Christian funeral vigil service, funeral services 
outside of Mass and burial services. He may impart 
benediction and bless sacramentals. The deacon 
proclaims the Gospel at Mass and may preach the 
homily. Deacons are also involved in various other 
ministries such as marriage preparation and family 
enrichment programs, RCIA, youth ministry, jail 
ministry, just to name a few. 
 
What is the difference between a transitional and a 
permanent deacon? 
       Men in formation to the priesthood are 
ordained deacons a year or two before they are 
ordained to the priesthood. Mark Miller, now Fr. 
Miller, served briefly in Prairie du Chien  as a 
transitional deacon in 2015. Fr. Miller, and for that 
matter Pope Francis, are still deacons. Permanent 
deacons do not aspire to the priesthood. In the 
United States they are generally married (95%). 
 
How should you address me as deacon? 
       “Deacon Grunwald” is proper, but since many 
people in Prairie don’t realize I have a last name, 
Deacon Mark will work fine. Just don’t call me 
Father… unless your name is Christina, Peter, or 
Douglas.  
 
How does one become a deacon? 
       Entering into Holy Orders involves two things: 
discerning a call and undergoing formation. The 
call to the diaconate or priesthood comes from God. 
Recognizing that a call is from God involves 
prayerful reflection on the man’s part, and 
confirmation of the call by the Church. In my case 
10-15 years ago I had several powerful experiences 
that convinced me God wanted me to serve Him 
more openly and deeply. However, these 
experiences did not tell me how I was to serve. 
Eight years ago shortly after Fr. Jerome arrived in 
Prairie du Chien, he told Ann and I that he thought 
I might be have a diaconal vocation. “How do you 
know, Father?” His response was the greatest 
compliment I had ever received: “I can see that you 
love Jesus and His Church.”  As I did not know 
enough about what the diaconate was I could not 
respond immediately to Father’s statement. But, I  
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went home and read the U.S. Bishop Conference’s 
book on the diaconate and discussed Father’s 
observation with friends and my wife. I realized 
that becoming a deacon was compatible with God’s 
calling years before. I discussed this with the 
diocese’s director of deacon formation, Fr. Felix. As 
my wife, Ann, and I had only recently been received 
into the Catholic Church, I was encouraged to enter 
the lay formation program. After this two year 
program, I was received into the 2 year long deacon 
aspirancy program, and then received into the 3 
year long deacon candidate program. All formation 
programs involved four aspects of growth: Human, 
Intellectual, Spiritual, and Pastoral. Human 
formation concentrated on growing in virtue and 
relationship skills. Intellectual development meant 
studying Scripture, Church history, philosophy, 
ethics, theology, etc, and writing 125 papers. 
Spiritual growth involved prayer (especially praying 
the Liturgy of Hours), Catholic devotional practices, 
and especially daily Mass attendance. Pastoral 
growth entailed being exposed to and participating 
in all facets of parish life. 
 
How are ordained ministers and lay people 
different and alike? 
       One of the most beautiful teachings of the 
Church is that all baptized members are to serve the 
world, as prophets, priests, and kings. In union 
with the clergy and consecrated, the laity are to 
proclaim the Gospel; all are prophets. Through the 
sacrifices the laity make in life, they serve as priests. 
In their charitable acts, they show the world Christ, 
the servant king. By the deacon’s ordination, he is 
to integrate, permanently and publicly, the ministry 
everyone shares in- the service of Word, sacrament, 
and charity. At his core, the deacon serves the 
Church by reminding every Christian of their three-
fold vocation. Pope St. John Paul II, in an address 
to deacons gathered in Detroit in 1987 summarized 
this well:  “The service of the deacon is the church’s 
service sacramentalized… You are meant to be 
living signs of the servanthood of Christ’s church”. 
This understanding of the Church as servant to the 
world was the fundamental teaching of Vatican II. 
“How can we as Catholic Christians most effectively 
proclaim to a strife-torn and desperate world the 
good news of Jesus?” was the question the bishops 
asked. Everything the deacon does, whether at 
Mass or in the community, should be a symbol of 
this service. 
       It is important to understand this, because 
there is a natural tendency to view the deacon and 
his ministry in terms of the functions he performs. 
‘What does a deacon do?’ is a question that is often 
asked. The corollary of this question is ‘when can 
the deacon act in the place of the priest?’  Most 
commonly, people assume that the permanent 
diaconate was restored in the Catholic Church by 
Vatican II because of the priest shortage in Europe 
and North America. Recall that there was no 
shortage 50 years ago. Seminaries were full. 
Permanent deacons are not priest substitutes! A 
deacon is not a junior priest. The deacon, an 
ordained minister living in the lay world, is the sign 
of the church’s own diakonia – the mission all 
disciples share in to serve the world.  
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