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************************************************ 
 

Contributions from December 17-18: 
Adult Envelopes                                             $1,458.00 
Collection Plate                                                  $148.00 
Votive Candle Donations                $85.00 
Additional Retired Religious           $3,105.00 
 

************************************************ 

 

Mass Schedule: 
 

Mon, Dec. 26 – 8am     (St. Stephen the Martyr) for: 
Edward & Elizabeth Selch  
by Mark & Pat Lester 
 

Tue, Dec. 27 – 8am            (St. John the Apostle) for: 
Jack & Norma Slama 
 

Wed, Dec. 28 – 8am          (The Holy Innocents) for: 
Family of John F. Walz 
 

Thr, Dec. 29 – 8am           (5th Day of Christmas) for: 
Bernard Boylen by Teresa Sharp 
 

Fri, Dec. 30 – 8am     (Feast of the Holy Family) for: 
Blessing on Joe & Jenny Darnell 
 

Sat, Dec. 31 – 4pm   (Mary, Mother of God Eve) for: 
Dan & Agnes Slama by Frank & Lois Oswald 
 

Sun, Jan. 1 – 10am  (Mary, Mother of God Day) for: 
Bernard & Norene Joy  
by Greg & Mary Fisher 
 

************************************************  
 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles: 
 

Saturday, December 31st : 4pm 
Lector:  Roger Wall   
Ushers:   Art Wall & Derek Wall 
Servers:        Any Available Servers 
 

Sunday, January 1st : 10am 
Lector:  Chris Wolff 
Ushers:  Tom Boland & Chris Wolff 
Servers:         Group A: Isaac, Samuel, & Ben  
  Kramer, Nicholas Liedtke 
 

Sunday, January 1st Rosary Leaders: 
The Bill & Mary Turner Family 

 

************************************************  

January Hospitality Activities: 
Church & Hall Cleaning    Group #4 
Soup & Sandwich Supper (Jan. 7th)   Groups #1&2 
Christmas Potluck (Jan. 8th)    All Groups 
Coffee & Rolls (Jan. 15th)    Group #5 

 

************************************************ 

 

Parish Announcements: 
 
2017 Parish Calendars 
        Feel free to grab a free calendar or two from 
the back of church for yourself or others. 
 
Join Our Parish 
        We would be happy to have you. Contact 
Father in person, by phone, or by email to register. 
 
Envelope Boxes 
        A number of 2017 household envelope boxes 
await pickup in the back of church. 
 
Soup & Sandwich Supper 
        Join us on Saturday, January 7th after Mass in 
Msgr. Baer Hall for good company and the best 
affordable meal in town. 
 
Christmas Season Potluck 
        Come on Sunday, January 8th after Mass for 
our rescheduled Christmas Potluck in Msgr. Baer 
Hall. Our CCD children will then present their 
Lessons and Carols. Gift basket prep to follow. 
 
************************************************ 
 

50/50 Christmas Quiz 
 

1. Which archangel visited Mary? 
       A: Gabriel  B: Michael 
 

2. In which Gospel does the archangel visit Mary? 
       A: Luke   B: Matthew 
 

3. Who is the “Immaculate Conception?” 
       A: Jesus   B: Mary 
 

4. Where was Jesus conceived by the Holy Spirit? 
       A: Bethlehem  B: Nazareth 
 

5. What is grown in wombs? 
       A: Christmas Trees B: Babies 
 

6. Who was born first? 
       A: Jesus Christ  B: John the Baptist 
 

7. Which Gospel has John the Baptist’s birth? 
       A: Luke   B: Matthew 
 

8. About many years ago was Jesus born? 
       A: 2,017 Years  B: 3,300 Years 
 

9. What is a manger? 
       A: Feed Box  B: Stable 
 

10. Who invented crèches (or manger scenes)? 
       A: St. Augustine  B: St. Francis of Assisi 
 

11. Which Gospel has the “Wise Men” or Magi? 
       A: Luke   B: Matthew 
 

12. From which direction did the Magi come? 
       A: The East  B: The West 
 

13. Who was St. Nicholas in the 4th century? 
       A: Bishop in Turkey B: Norwegian Martyr 
 

14. When does the Catholic Christmas Season end? 
       A: Baptism of the Lord B: Epiphany 
 

(Answers on reverse side→) 
 
************************************************ 



The Burning Babe 

 

A poem penned by St. Robert Southwell, S.J. while 
imprisoned in the Tower of London. In 1595, he 
was martyred (drawn and quartered) by King 

James I for ministering to English Catholics. 
 

As I in hoary winter’s night  
stood shivering in the snow, 

Surpris’d I was with sudden heat  
which made my heart to glow; 

And lifting up a fearful eye  
to view what fire was near, 

A pretty Babe all burning bright  
did in the air appear; 

Who, scorched with excessive heat,  
such floods of tears did shed 

As though his floods should quench  
his flames which with his tears were fed. 

“Alas!” quoth he, “but newly born,  
in fiery heats I fry, 

Yet none approach to warm their hearts  
or feel my fire but I! 

 
************************************************ 

 

Why I Am A Catholic 
Written by G.K. Chesterton in 1926 

        The difficulty of explaining “why I am a 
Catholic” is that there are ten thousand reasons all 
amounting to one reason: that Catholicism is true. I 
could fill all my space with separate sentences each 
beginning with the words, “It is the only thing 
that…” As, for instance,  
     (1) It is the only thing that really prevents a sin 
from being a secret.  
     (2) It is the only thing in which the superior 
cannot be superior; in the sense of supercilious 
[that is, looking down on others].  
     (3) It is the only thing that frees a man from the 
degrading slavery of being a child of his age.  
     (4) It is the only thing that talks as if it were the 
truth; as if it were a real messenger refusing to 
tamper with a real message.  
     (5) It is the only type of Christianity that really 
contains every type of man; even the respectable 
man.  
     (6) It is the only large attempt to change the 
world from the inside; working through wills and 
not laws; and so on. 
        …I would say chiefly of the Catholic Church 
that it is catholic. I would rather try to suggest that 
it is not only larger than me, but larger than 
anything in the world; that it is indeed larger than 
the world. But since in this short space I can only 
take a section, I will consider it in its capacity of a 
guardian of the truth. … 
        Nine out of ten of what we call new ideas are 
simply old mistakes. The Catholic Church has for 
one of her chief duties that of preventing people 
from making those old mistakes; from making 
them over and over again forever, as people always 
do if they are left to themselves. … The Church does 
make herself responsible for warning her people 
against these; and upon these the real issue of the 
case depends. She does dogmatically defend 
humanity from its worst foes, those hoary and 
horrible and devouring monsters of the old 
mistakes. Now all these false issues have a way of 
looking quite fresh, especially to a fresh generation.  
 

 
50/50 Christmas Quiz Answers 

1-A, 2-A, 3-B, 4-B, 5-B, 6-B, 7-A,  
8-A, 9-A, 10-B, 11-B, 12-A, 13-A, 14-A. 

************************************************ 
 

My faultless breast the furnace is, 
the fuel wounding thorns, 

Love is the fire, and sighs the smoke,  
the ashes shame and scorns; 

The fuel Justice layeth on,  
and Mercy blows the coals, 

The metal in this furnace wrought  
are men’s defiled souls, 

For which, as now on fire I am  
to work them to their good, 

So will I melt into a bath  
to wash them in my blood.” 

With this he vanish’d out of sight  
and swiftly shrunk away, 

And straight I called unto mind  
that it was Christmas day. 

************************************************ 

 
 
 
 
 

        Their first statement always sounds harmless 
and plausible. [For example…] It sounds harmless 
to say, as most modern people have said: “Actions 
are only wrong if they are bad for society.” Follow 
it out, and sooner or later you will have the 
inhumanity of a hive or a heathen city, establishing 
slavery as the cheapest and most certain means of 
production, torturing the slaves for evidence 
because the individual is nothing to the State, 
declaring that an innocent man must die for the 
people, as did the murderers of Christ. Then, 
perhaps, you will go back to Catholic definitions, 
and find that the Church, while she also says it is 
our duty to work for society, says other things also 
which forbid individual injustice. … 
        The Church is not merely armed against the 
heresies of the past or even of the present, but 
equally against those of the future, that may be the 
exact opposite of those of the present. Catholicism 
is not ritualism; it may in the future be fighting 
some sort of superstitious and idolatrous 
exaggeration of ritual. Catholicism is not 
asceticism; it has again and again in the past 
repressed fanatical and cruel exaggerations 
of asceticism. Catholicism is not mere mysticism; it 
is even now defending human reason against the 
mere mysticism of the Pragmatists [who say results 
make right and wrong.] Thus, when the world went 
Puritan in the 17th century, the Church was charged 
with pushing charity to the [extreme], with making 
everything easy with the laxity of the confessional. 
Now that the world is not going Puritan but Pagan, 
it is the Church that is everywhere protesting 
against a Pagan laxity in dress or manners. It is 
doing what the Puritans wanted done when it is 
really wanted. In all probability, all that is best in 
Protestantism will only survive in Catholicism; and 
in that sense all Catholics will still be Puritans 
[relatively speaking] when all Puritans are Pagans. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 


